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    The President’s Note - May 2018 ~ Carol Ann Bone 

Past meetings: 
April ‘Rhythm Cup Playing’:  If you haven’t ever tried this you are missing 
some fun! Go to www.ComposeCreate.com for information. 

May Composer Workshop:  Tom Gerou did a wonderful job - he is so 
knowledgeable about working with students at composition!    

Spotlights:  Martha Ann Edwards, a 50-year (charter) member, and Sherry 
Mashburn, a 45-year member!    ~ see next two pages ~ 

Dues for MTNA, ASMTA, + MTACA should be paid now.  Look online at 
www.mtna.org to see the amount you should send in.  National dues vary 
(active, senior, collegiate, etc.), Arkansas dues are $25, and MTACA dues are 
$12.  

Looking forward to: summer rest, vacations, board meetings, getting 
prepared for the ‘big bash’ in September! 
 

                 And now…….(trumpet call)…….  
    spotlighting our two 
           longest-time members!    

~ 50th Anniversary ~ 1968-2018 

…more from MTACA’s 25th Anniversary Program:   
     *Members of Long Standing, as listed in 1993 - 
          20 years (1973) Sherry Mashburn 
          18 years (1975) Robert Rife + Helen Vanlandingham 
          17 years (1976) Carolyn Setliff + Phyllis McGrew + Roseanne Murphy   
          16 years (1977) Susy Beck + Joy Blacklock 
          13 years (1980) Trudy Kincade + George Foster 
     *Programs from early years (pre-1993) presented -  
          1) Local members present teaching problems and solutions 
          2) Glenn Metcalf’s student performs three organ compositions 
          3) Norman Webb presents a program on “Polyphonic Music” 
          4) Ethel Jaronitsky’s students perform piano compositions 
          5) Sister John Baptist’s student performs Scarlatti, Bartok, Debussy 

http://www.ComposeCreate.com
http://www.mtna.org
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MARTHA ANN EDWARDS  NCTM 
     Family:  My two brothers and I grew up in Ashdown of 
southwest AR.  Music was always in my life.  Most of my 
dad's family played piano - some studied but some 
played by ear.  Any family gathering was a fun musical 
time - playing and singing.  
     Husband Jim and I have two grown children:  
Daughter, Kim Kyle and hubby Forrest live in Little Rock, 
plus a son, Bob, who lives in New Orleans with wife 
Margaret.  Granddaughters are Abby, 18, and Molly, 16. 
     Musical Background:  Bachelor of Music in piano 
from the University of Arkansas  /  Master of Music in 
performance and pedagogy from East Texas State 
University.  Besides piano, I played flute throughout high school and college and 
was in the Razorback band for 4 years. 
     Teaching: I’ve taught school music in Ashdown, AR and Grapevine, TX, plus 
home studios in Hope and Little Rock.  I was on the faculty of the UALR Music 
Department as Coordinator of Piano Classes and Coordinator of the ULAR 
Community School of the Arts Piano Program.  I retired in 2002, and now teach 
out of my home studio. 
     Memberships:  
     1) Music Teachers Association - I cannot even say how much MTA/CA, 
ASMTA, and MTNA have helped me in my teaching - everything from workshops, 
conventions and most of all, the exchange of ideas with other teachers.  
     2) Little Rock Musical Coterie - We have wonderful programs, which  
encourage performers - especially students. 
     3) Piano Repertoire Group (part of Coterie) - It’s a place to perform and listen 
to other pianists. 
     Recognitions:  1) MTA/CA - Honorary Life Member,  2) ASMTA - Independent 
Teacher of the Year Award - 1975,  3) Past president of MTA/CA, ASMTA, and 
South Central Division of MTNA,  4) MTNA Certified Teacher (NCTM) for 53 
years.  I’ve judged for just about all types of festivals and competitions in Central 
AR. 
     Philosophy:  You must AFFIRM the students to help them love music and 
piano playing, giving them the skills and confidence as players to enjoy making 
music throughout life. 
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          Sherry Mashburn’s Musical Journey                       

At the age of eight, I told my dad that if he would buy a piano I 
would teach piano lessons when I grew up. He purchased a 
Baldwin Spinet, enrolled me in piano lessons and thus my 
musical journey began.  I was born in Hope, Arkansas and 
grew up in Arkansas and Texas.  My childhood piano teacher, 
Mrs. Annie Fenner of Alto, Texas, taught a variety of musical  
instruments, including voice.  She taught the Sherwood Music 
School curriculum, which included technique and music 
theory, along with repertoire.  Mrs. Fenner encouraged and I 

participated in Piano Guild Auditions, Nat. Fed. of Music Clubs festivals and other 
festivals. My entire family took piano, voice and accordion lessons together.  My father 
sang in church where I was his accompanist.  My teaching career began at age 16.

My college years were spent at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, where I 
received a B.M. and M.A. in piano performance.  Dr. William Trantham and Miss Virginia 
Queen were my piano teachers, mentors and friends.  Dr. Trantham  arranged for me to 
teach private piano lessons, assist him in the piano lab where he taught me a lot about 
studio organization and record keeping, plus how to manage a piano studio.  As a 
teaching fellow, during my graduate years, I taught piano to non-music majors who were 
required to take piano as their secondary instrument.  Organ was my second instrument 
and I continued my organ studies at UA Fayetteville, after receiving my masters from 
OBU.  Even later, I continued to study piano with Dr. Trantham, Dr. Sam Driggers and 
Dr. Hadley Yates.                                                                                                               

After I received my M.A. degree, I joined the music faculty at the University of the 
Ozarks in Clarksville, where I taught piano, organ, and theory courses for three years.  I 
met Carl while I was teaching at U of O, we married and moved to Altanta, Georgia, 
where I taught piano at a Baldwin store equipped with a piano lab, enrolled in a 
Comprehensive Musicianship course taught by a Robert Pace consultant and thus 
decided that I enjoyed group teaching.  After moving to Little Rock, I completed the CM 
courses with consultants in Tulsa, Oklahoma, became a consultant with the 
International Piano Teaching Foundation and was certified to teach the Pace courses to 
other teachers, which I continued to do for many years.

For about twelve years, I taught group and partner lessons in the piano lab at Colaianni 
Piano and Organ Company in Little Rock as well as private organ lessons.  In 1985, I 
moved my studio to my home where assistant teachers worked with me, continuing to 

teach in groups.  Now I teach alone and work with students in groups as well as partner      
(continued next page) 
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and private lessons. During my career, I was privileged to have the opportunity to judge 
for Piano Guild Auditions, Federation of Music Clubs festivals, and ASMTA and MTACA 
festivals.                                   

Carl and I have been married for 48 years and have been blessed with two married 
sons and five grandchildren.  I taught our two sons and now I am happy to be instructing 

three of our grandchildren. Carl is retired from ReMax Affiliates Realty.  In addition to 
teaching piano, I enjoy playing in the advanced handbell choir at Second Presbyterian 

Church.  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ Sherry Mashburn, NCTM, has been a member of MTNA, ASMTA and MTACA since 1973. She 
has been president of ASMTA and has twice been president of MTACA .  In 1990, she  was 
presented with the ASMTA Independent Teacher of the Year award .

*************

Fine


