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   Carol Ann Bone, President 

   New meeting day:     
       1st Friday of each month 

       Masks should be worn 
Greetings….. 

 The Board of Directors met on Friday, July 24.  We will be hosting 
two events to raise money for the Scholarship Fund: 

1)  A yearly “Giving Month” beginning this November.  I will send out 
letters by email and/or USPS asking for donations. 

2)  A “Music Sale” - exchanging unused printed music at less than 
original price for donations.  Kay Lindley is chairperson. 
  
 A ‘new’ event from ‘old’ times to be held this year is a Safari.   It’s  
a time of learning for our students - no student preparation necessary.   

 Nancy Griffin, 2nd VP/Program Chairman, has finalized 
programs for the ensuing year: 
Fridays…

Sept 4 - Naoki Hakutani’s home:  Jr. Festival music run-through with several 
member-presenters  

Oct 2 - Kathy Mesko’s home:  Christy Huskey - “Teaching Gen Y and Beyond”

Nov 6 - Little Rock Piano:  Scott Carroll - “Extreme Makeover! Studio Edition”

Dec 4 - Kay Lindley’s home:  Teacher Recital/Christmas Party

No January meeting

Feb 5 - Sherry Mashburn’s home:  Sherry - “The Business Side of Teaching”  

Mar 5 - Steinway Piano Gallery:  Stephen Wirges - ”How a Piano Works”

April 2 - Christine Wang’s home:  Mary Chung - “Latin American Composers: 
Diversifying Your Studio’s Repertoire”

May TBA - Linda Kennedy’s Composer of the Year


 SPOTLIGHTS ~

Naoma McCartney - member since 1998


       Kay Lindley - member since 2003
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   NAOMA McCARTNEY     
         Member since 1998  

 While in second grade, living in Illinois, my family and I 
moved into a house with an old upright piano down in the 
basement.  I played on it so much that Dad decided to get me a 
brand new piano.  Mom got me started in lessons at the 
beginning of my third grade year.  After only a couple months, 
Dad (who was an ammunitions control specialist for the US 
Army) received orders for Monterey, California.  Lessons from a 
German couple began quickly after the move.  Sometimes the 
husband taught me and sometimes the wife.  The spring recital 
felt so long and Dad actually fell asleep toward the end!   
 After a tour in Monterey, and an additional year in Korea, 
Dad was transferred to Barstow, California (from the coast, to the 
middle of the Mojave Desert).  So there, I started with my third 
piano teacher.  Mrs. Walters was a wonderful pedagogue  and 
very fun.  In addition to a classical foundation, she introduced me 
to pop music through Brimhall publications, and taught me how to improvise.  That was 
a blast!  In seventh grade, I performed in the intermediate school talent show, and 
began playing for Sunday School, children’s choir, then youth choir in eighth grade.  
Our next transfer was to Texarkana, Texas, where Mom got me into lessons yet again.   
 Mom and Dad were always very supportive of my lessons and never had to tell 
me to practice; although I did not always practice as I properly should.  Though my 
parents had no apparent musical ability, they always did have an appreciation for 
music.  To this day I do not know how it was known at school that I played the piano - 
after all, we moved there in my ninth grade year - but I played Pomp And Circumstance 
for the ninth grade graduating class from Junior High School.  Church provided 
opportunity to play for children’s Sunday School class and my own Sunday School 
class, as well as youth choir and Sunday night services. My teacher encouraged me to 
start teaching children, and sent me off to another prolific teacher in town, but he 
barely tolerated this teenage rebel!  
 At age 16, right smack in the middle of my Junior year at Texas High School, 
Dad was transferred to Germany. It was there that I was accepted by two incredible 
German pianists.  Under their tutelage I flourished, all the while accompanying my 
High School Choir, elementary school, youth choir and eventually adult choir at church, 
church services, a performing community youth choir, plus various other events: 
graduations, weddings, etc., wherever I was asked.   
 After graduating, backpacking through Europe, and attending summer classes 
at the University of Salzburg's Mozarteum Music Conservatory with master 
pedagogues, I left school and married Jerry.  We are about to celebrate our 43rd 
anniversary.   
 Piano wasn’t a high priority for a few years.  However when our church needed 
another pianist, it all started up again.  Being a piano teacher never ever crossed my 
mind.  People were always asking for lessons, so eventually I found myself teaching 45 
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students full time.  That’s when I got involved in the Music Teachers of Texarkana.  They 
introduced me to Guild and Federation.  Eventually I served as president for the 
association.  Shortly after moving to Little Rock, I contacted the local music teachers 
association and have continued to be involved with MTACA as much as possible.  At 
my very first meeting, Carolyn Setliff asked me to lunch afterwards.  She made a 
newcomer feel very welcomed. 
 Striving for a balance between “proper” technic and pleasure is my goal.  
Teaching piano has been extremely rewarding.  I still get giddy over a student when 
the light bulb comes on.  Whether they take lessons three years or until they graduate 
High School, they are better for it! 
 I’m thankful to God, my parents, my family and fellow teachers for the joy of 
teaching piano! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Naoma has been the 2nd VP/Program Chairman of MTACA, and is currently our 
Hostess. 

 
KAY LINDLEY 

 Member since 2003  

    Born in Lubbock, TX in 1953, I grew up on a cotton 
farm near Shallowater, TX with 3 brothers and 1 sister.  
My mother was from a musical family and became the 
go-to vocalist for most funerals and weddings in our 
community.  Consequently, she insisted that we all take 
piano and play in the band, both of which filled my life. 
 Studying was pretty much on one of the lower rungs! 
   Allie Ireland, the wonderful piano teacher in our tiny 
town, had studied at Oberlin and was my only teacher 
until college.  Each year for 12 years, I participated in 
Guild Auditions, duets and two-piano recitals, plus I 
accompanied choirs and played organ and piano at 
church.  She  introduced theory in such a way that it 
became my favorite part of playing/singing.  We had the 

typical recitals each year with piano solos, plus duets the 
first semester and duos the second semester.  She also encouraged me to play popular 
music and musicals as well as the all-classical audition pieces.  I would study with her 
again if possible—our daughter, Allie, is named after Mrs. Ireland and my mother, Alice.  
 I was named after my mother’s sister, Kate, who taught piano until she was 92!  I 
visited her summer after summer, during which time she introduced me to Solfege and 
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theory needed to play by ear.  I would call it playing by brain, actually, because she 
insisted on my learning the circle of 4ths as the basis of western music. Mrs. Ireland had 
given me a foundation in the circle of 5ths.  An emphasis on ensemble work with my 
own students is the result of their teaching styles and the fun I had. 
 I majored in Music Education, with emphases in piano and voice, at McMurry 
College in Abilene, TX, during the middle of the Jesus Movement.  The Lord used that 
time to change the trajectory of my life and for that, I’m grateful.  Alec Lindley and I met 
at McMurry, became fast friends, and married in 1976 after his first year of medical 
school and my first year of teaching elementary music. (I never wanted to teach school, 
by the way, but it seemed the only way to make enough money at the time.)  I taught 4 
years until Alec finished school. 
 After our children were born (Dwight and Peter in Hershey PA; Margaret and Allie 
in TX), I stopped teaching until about 1997, as college for 4 kids loomed before us, and 
have been teaching private piano and voice since. 
 Being married to Alec has proved to be an interesting life—we’ve lived in five 
states and nine cities; thankfully, we both enjoyed moving and discovering new places 
and people.  Plus, he’s a really nice man, puts up with my not-so-niceness, and is a 
great dad.  As for other parts of my life, I love to sew, Alec and I enjoy entertaining, 
we’ve been honored to host many international students, we enjoy traveling, are close 
to our large, extended families, and we both love Arkansas! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
MTACA President - 2 terms 
Favorite music activities:  accompanying,  improvising on flute, piano duets and 
ensembles, teaching. 
What gives Kay the most joy:  Praying with people, serving breakfast at the bar full of 
grandchildren, shopping with her daughters, and visiting with friends. 

Fine


