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First Meeting: Friday, September 4 at 10 a.m.
Home of Naoki Hakutani 14901 Beau Vue Dr., Little Rock, AR 72223
~ Please wear a mask ~
Text Naoki that morning at 501.940.1562. He’ll send you the gate code.
To attend by Zoom:

I will email Naoki’s Zoom code to members the

evening before the meeting.
Program:

Overview of the newest Junior Festival music (NFMC/AFMC),

played by various MTACA members.
Music Sales Chairman is Kay Lindley.

At each meeting this year,

members can bring unused printed music to be sold for 1/2 price, plus
slightly used in very good condition to be sold for 1/4 price.
will go to the Scholarship Fund.

Proceeds

Put a sticky note with your name on

the music you bring, because you will need to take back home what is
unsold until the next meeting.
Giving Month is in November. Your president will emphasize giving to the
Scholarship Fund by sending letters/emails to every member on the
roster.

Many teachers do not bring their students to the Playathon, so

this is a way to remind us all of this worthy cause. I hope this can be
an annual event.
Playathon, to be held in December, will be a virtual event. Students will
either perform live online, or send in recordings to be posted by our
Playathon Chairman, Susan Robbins. More info. will be sent next month.

Music Teachers Association of Central Arkansas
Spotlighting…….DIANNE COX
Member since 1998
To begin at the beginning, I am an
Arkansas girl. I was born in Lonoke, Arkansas to
Jim and Julia Swaim. My father was the editor of the Lonoke
Democrat for a number of years before becoming a real
estate oﬃcer for the US Post Oﬃce. My mother was an
independent music teacher as well as being a church choir
director and Glee Club director at Lonoke High School. I
always was directed to the music field by my love of singing
and the opportunities that are to be had in a small community.
Upon graduation from high school, I attended Agnes
Scott College in Decatur, GA (a suburb of Atlanta). It was at
this all girl school that I met my husband, Bob, who was a
civil engineering student at Georgia Tech. My music degree is
in Vocal Performance with a minor in Biblical Studies.
Upon graduation from college, Bob and I married. He was in the Navy and had
just completed a tour of duty in Vietnam. Our first home was in Charleston, S.C. and
when Bob was discharged from the service we moved back to Atlanta for only a few
months before his new job took us to Miami, FL.
It was in Miami that two of our three daughters were born. South Florida was a
lovely experience for a young married couple, but I missed the seasons and we were a
long way from friends and family. (Bob’s family lived in Baton Rouge, LA) Having two
young children without the benefit of nearby grandparenting was somewhat of a
challenge.
After 4 ½ years, Bob took a job in Birmingham, AL and I felt like we were back in
“God’s country”. It was here that I began my teaching career with just one student. We
loved our neighborhood in Birmingham. We had close friends and had become
established in a local church. There were a lot of children on our secluded street and
they thought our house was the “place to be” since we were the youngest couple in
the neighborhood. Alas, this Utopia only lasted one year. Bob was miserable in his job.
His search for new employment led us back to Arkansas as he began work with
Alltel. I settled in to teaching here in North Little Rock and here I am some 47 years
later doing the same thing. We have loved our life here and added our third daughter to
the family. I became a member of MTACA at the invitation of Carolyn Setliﬀ and have
been grateful to her for encouraging me to join. I have served this organization as
secretary and president. I am also a member of Top of the Rock Chorus (Bob sings
with Acappella Rising men’s barbershop) and we are both choir members at NLR First
Assembly of God.

Music Teachers Association of Central Arkansas
Announcing…KATHY MESKO
member since 1990

I was born in El Dorado in 1956 and started
taking piano lessons the summer after the second
grade. My grandmother was a church organist and
pianist in the country town of Quitman, Arkansas and
was excited to have me begin.
We moved to Little Rock my fourth-grade year, where I
continued my piano lessons with Ben Selman and later
Patty Jackson. I think one of the biggest influences,
though, in my love for piano then was working at
Moses Music at University Mall in high school. As
many of you remember, they carried a wide selection
of piano music and I bought and learned tons of it!
I studied at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and then later at UALR, getting
married to Allan and having three children in between. We lived out of state for several
years, then returned to Little Rock in 1983 for Allan to serve as the first full-time worship
leader at Fellowship Bible Church. I enjoyed accompanying the choir there, as well as at
other churches and schools over the years.
When my youngest child started school, I began teaching piano and joined MTA. I am
so grateful for the warm fellowship of this group and how much I have learned from you
over the years!
In 1996, we moved to Hot Springs, where I kept a studio of about 40 students. I was
asked to start the NFMC Festival there, which turned out to be a very positive
experience, drawing a dozen or so teachers together. They loved it and have continued
the program since I moved back to Little Rock last year after Allan’s unexpected death.
Music has been a bond in our family from early on. Allan was an exceptionally gifted
pianist and our children are all musicians: Brian, a jazz guitarist; Emily, a pianist and
singer; Sarah, an opera singer and flutist. And yes, there’s a lot of music in our house
when they all come home!
I currently teach seven students and may add a few more once the coronavirus settles
down. Besides teaching, I really enjoy gardening, reading, visiting my kids (they live in
Virginia, Houston, and Greece!) and getting with friends. I look forward to being able to
be more involved at my church, St. Andrew’s. And, I’m delighted with my new
companion, Lucy, a one-year old shih-tzu/schnauzer mix!

“Fine”

