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Greetings! News for you ~

The Zoom October program was presented by Christy Huskey, who talked
about the learning styles of every generation from Baby Boomers to Gen. Z.
The Zoom November program will be presented by Dr. Scott Carrell on Friday
November 6 at 10 a.m. The code will be sent to you before that time.
The Music Sale is being held online. Members are asked to list their unused
printed music and email the list to the President, who will send it out to every
member. Proceeds go to the Scholarship Fund.
Remember the Free Amp for one of our students! The forms, already sent to
you, are due by Nov. 1st. Students should email completed forms to you and
to me (or you can forward it to me). An anonymous donor has given money
to our Scholarship Fund and would like to donate the amp to a student!
Giving Month for the Scholarship Fund is here! Letters were sent out to many
music businesses and several musicians as well as being emailed to you. Send
contributions by check (made out to MTACA Scholarship Fund) to:
Treasurer Kristin Duckworth / 2200 Westport Loop / Little Rock, AR 72212
The December Christmas Party has been cancelled due to the pandemic.
Read about MusicLink! Kay Lindley is the new Arkansas Chairman for this
organization. It is a lifeline for students who cannot afford music lessons. p. 2

Announcing: Spotlights are on
Laura Vaughn &
pp. 3 + 4 + 5
Dr. Naoki Hakutani
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MTACA member Kay Lindley is the new Arkansas Chairman for MusicLink

https://www.musiclinkfoundation.org/kit/benefits_for_ml_teachers.pdf
*Do you believe that every child should have
the chance to take music lessons?
*Are you currently reducing your normal fee
by at least half for a student in
financial need?
*Are you interested in reaching out
to a promising student in need
through music lessons?

Let MusicLink Help You!
The MusicLink Foundation is a national non-profit organization dedicated to
supporting you, the music teacher, as you reach out to teach a child in need.

The MusicLink Foundation helps you with:
• National recognition and support for students and teachers
• Discounted music and materials from major publishers and local dealers
• Assistance in getting practice instruments when possible
•Summer music camp scholarships for motivated students
•Grass Roots grants to assist local programs

Interested? Here’s how to become involved…
To volunteer or register a student:
1.Log onto our website at www.musiclinkfoundation.org
2.At the top of the Home Page, click on “How to Participate”
3.If you want to volunteer – complete the “Teacher Volunteer Form”
4.If you are already teaching a student at half or less of your normal fee
complete the “MusicLink Registration Form”
For more information and assistance, contact:
Kay Lindley, kaymlindley@me.com; ph 501-831-3314
Since Covid-19, MusicLink isn’t asking for the financial background information
on families. That will resume after things get back to normal. But if a teacher
has a student who’s been affected and needs the 1/2 price or less for lessons,
they will accept the application from the teacher.
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Naoki Hakutani
Member since 2003
Naoki Hakutani is currently an Associate
Professor of Piano at the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock.
Dr. Hakutani is
active as a solo pianist having performed at
Weil Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Seoul Art
Center, Qingdao University of Science and
Technology, Musicasa in Tokyo and Osaka
University among others.
In 2018, Dr.
Hakutani was soloist for the dedication concert
of the new Steinway Concert Piano for the
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra.
As a
collaborative pianist, he has performed with the
Arianna String Quartet and Quartet X as well as with such artists as Grammy
Award winning mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke and Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra Principal Flutist Christina Smith. He is the pianist of the Albani
Piano Trio, and also makes frequent joint appearances with his wife, pianist
Jaeyeon Park performing throughout Asia and the United States.
Originally from Kent, Ohio, Dr. Hakutani holds degrees in piano performance
from Northwestern University, Indiana University at Bloomington and the
University of Texas at Austin studying with Donald Isaak, Shigeo Neriki and
Betty Mallard. He has also studied chamber music extensively with Timothy
Lovelace, Gregory Allen and Daniel Ching. In Fall of 2014 he was Visiting
Professor of Piano at Sunchon National University in South Korea.
Dr. Hakutani is the Co-Director of the UA Little Rock Piano and Strings
Festival. He is very active nationally and internationally as an educator,
having conducted master classes throughout the United States, Mexico and
throughout Asia. Most recently, he presented master classes at The
University of Idaho, Jiangsu Normal University, University of North Dakota,
Sejong University, Osaka University, and Kaywon School for the Arts. He has
often presented seminars and workshops for Arkansas State Music Teachers
Association (ASMTA). Dr. Hakutani was named 2016 ASMTA Teacher of the
Year and received the 2019 Faculty Excellence Award in Teaching for the
UALR College of Arts, Letters and Sciences.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dr. Hakutani has been our Honors Recital Chairman for several years!

MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS
LAURA VAUGHN
Member since 2019

Although I was born in Fayetteville,
Arkansas, I grew up in West Lafayette, Indiana,
where my dad was a professor of Agronomy with
Purdue University. Because he grew up on a small
farm, my dad had no formal music training, but had
an innate musical sense. He taught himself to play
the harmonica (and later, the saw!), and would
sing the folk songs and hymns that he learned
from his mother and in church. He especially loved
African-American spirituals sung by a cappella
choirs. I have happy memories of car trips in which
my dad, my brother and myself would sing in 3part harmony (while my mother crocheted!). My
dad provided my earliest introduction to and love
for music, and because of his influence I’ve
maintained a lifelong love of church music,
spirituals , and folk music.
I began piano lessons in third grade, and for nine years I was under the
tutelage of my sainted piano teacher, Lois Snavely, to whom I am eternally
grateful. She made sure that I learned all manner of varied repertoire and theory
concepts, and as a result I was fully prepared for my college music courses and
was well-equipped for a lifetime of participation in all kinds of music-making. Mrs.
Snavely and I maintained written correspondence, and one can imagine how
thrilled I was when she and her husband appeared at my wedding, having driven
12 hours to be there. A very special moment!
As for college, I attended one year at Taylor University in Indiana, but when
my parents moved to Cabot, Arkansas, I transferred to the University of Arkansas
with a double major in voice and piano (on a side note, my father and my
youngest daughter are also Razorback alums and therefore we have our names
in five places on the Senior Walk!). I also spent several years in the jazz band
playing alto saxophone, as well as singing in the Schola Cantorum and the
Madrigal ensemble, and served as accompanist for numerous music students.
For 25 years I taught elementary music in Cabot, and at various times
have served as Cabot United Methodist Church music director, handbell director,
and even - for over 8 years - as “interim” organist! I have also taught piano
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lessons at various times since the age of 15, and currently enjoy teaching
students ranging in age from 7 to 66.
My husband, Jerry, is a retired elementary school principal and currently
works as an educational consultant for the Arkansas Leadership Academy. We
have two daughters and are proud of the fact that both recently received a
Master’s degree in Social Work. Our oldest, Kelsey, is in Atlanta with her husband
and our precious granddaughter, and the youngest, Morgan, lives in Fayetteville and is
engaged to be married next May.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
One of Laura’s students, William Baker, played “Intermezzo in D-flat Major” by
composer Carolyn Setliff at our 50th Anniversary Celebration!
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